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Toward Generalized Evolutionism: Beyond “Generalized

Darwinism” and Its Critics
JE
(JOURNAL OF ECONOMIC ISSUES) (SSCI) 2017 49 H
This article seeks to transcend the debate regarding “generalized Darwinism” or “universal
Darwinism” for the social sciences. Highlighting recent discoveries in evolutionary biology, the
article argues that it is no longer tenable to insist that (neo-)Darwinism is the only proper doctrine
for understanding biological evolution. Moreover, social evolution is much more than purely
(neo-)Darwinian or (neo-)Lamarckian. As such, the debate on whether we deploy only
(neo-)Darwinism or (neo-)Lamarckism — generalized or not — to understand social evolution is a
red herring. Instead, social scientists should embrace “generalized evolutionism,” a more
accommodating and versatile doctrine that subsumes “(generalized) Darwinism” or “(generalized)
Lamarckism.” Empirical inquiries that deploy “generalized evolutionism” have shed important
new light on some critical puzzles in human society: from institutional change to the foundation of
economic development before 1500 AD, through the coming of the industrial revolution, to the
evolution of the international system. More empirical efforts along this line of theorizing are

needed.
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Privatization with ‘vested interests’ in China

BT

{Socio-Economic Review) (SSCI) 2017 =7 A

Vested interests have been blamed for resisting the reform of state-owned enterprises (SOES) in
China. Yet, various interest groups have heterogeneous interests in privatization. Using both firm-
and provincial-level data, we find that SOE managers and local bureaucrats—two key players of
privatization—have contingent, rather than vested, interests in privatization, depending partly on
their political connections with the central government. On the one hand, political connections
motivate SOE managers to privatize more state ownership while retaining managerial control. On
the other hand, central connections discourage provincial leaders from using privatization to boost
their economic performance. These results shed light on the conditions under which China
implements its economic reforms. With the increasing embeddedness and declining autonomy for
policymakers, the once well-performing developmental state models now face serious challenges
as politically powerful interest groups can manipulate economic reforms for their own purposes

rather than for structural transformation.
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Cadre rotation and campaign mobilization in China's

anticorruption enforcement

B RHE
CHINA: an international journal (SSCI) 2017 48 H

In authoritarian regimes, anticorruption measures are fundamentally mechanisms of controlling
agents at various levels. To do this, the principal can either rely on routine bureaucratic
management or resort to ad hoc, intense mobilization to discipline its agents. Using China as a
case study, this article explores which mode of top-down control exerts greater influence on the
pattern of anticorruption enforcement. We focus on the cadre rotation system as an example of
routine management techniques and examine its effects on provincial level enforcement. We also
investigate how provinces respond to the central government's periodic call to intensify
anticorruption efforts. Based on provincial enforcement data from 1998 to 2013, our analysis finds
that the proportion of rotated officials has little impact on enforcement outcomes. Rather, the vigor
of enforcement in the provinces responds strongly to national policy priorities, suggesting a highly
centralized disciplinary system. Moreover, provinces of greater political importance are under
more central pressure to conform. The findings challenge the often-made argument that stable
institutions are effective in fostering top-down control in authoritarian regimes, and suggest that

campaign mobilization continues to be an essential instrument at the dictator's disposal.
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Citizenship education as NGO intervention:turning migrant

children in Shanghai into ""new citizens™

RS
(Citizenship Studies) (SSCI) 2017 £ 7 H

Given the rapidly increasing presence of poor and low-income migrant children in Chinese
metropolises, some non-governmental organizations (NGOs) have shifted their intervention
strategies from material assistance (‘spreading kindness”) to value and capacity building (‘building
new citizens’). Drawing on ethnographic data from an ongoing, longitudinal study (2007-2016) of
migrant children in Shanghai, this paper critically examines the citizenship education initiated by a
domestic NGO, Changban Volunteer Center (a pseudonym), which seeks to instil such children a
set of civic virtues to foster their educational advancement and upward social mobility. The
theoretical framework of multidimensional citizenship is employed to tackle the identity
challenges faced by migrant children in dealing with multifaceted identities attached to urban,
rural and global settings. This paper contributes to the theoretical debate on interventions by
educational NGOs, in particular how they perceive and implement citizenship education for
disadvantaged internal migrants. It further considers the potential of this type of informal
education to help cultivate citizenship-related attitudes and capacities and to address the

educational exclusion of migrant children.
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Dual Identity and Social Organizations' Participation in

Contracting in Shanghai

WX F
{Journal of Contemporary China) (SSCI) 2017 4 10 H

Chinese governments, driven by both pragmatic and legitimacy purposes, have been
enthusiastically engaging social organizations in service contracting to meet rising service
demands. This article argues that social organizations’ participation in contracting is shaped by
their dual identity as state agents and social actors. Such a dual identity is forged by China’s
institutional environment and its internal tension may create both incentives and disincentives for
contracting. Using the data from the competitive contracting for the social service program in
Shanghai (2009-2013), the article finds intriguing evidence that both identities had positive
influences on social organizations’ participation. Social organizations actively participated to
demonstrate loyalty and manage their relations with government, as well as to seek new resources,
social visibility and professional capacities. They reconciled the two identities by adopting
multiple strategies. Further analysis reveals how contracting has been adapted to the

social-administrative system in China.
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