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[Abstract] As early as the beginning of the 21st century, the potential threat of climate
change was first captured by the US military and intelligence agencies, and then
entered the US government’s security agenda. Due to the efforts made by the
Democratic administrations of Obama and Biden, the United States has formed a
relatively complete climate security strategy. With the increasing impact of climate
geopolitics on the world landscape, the United States begins to regard global
promotion of its climate security strategy as an important means to comprehensively
enhance the US military, economic, institutional and discourse hegemony in the
global process of low-carbon transformation. The Biden administration has fully
embedded the response to the climate crisis into the US domestic and foreign policies,
and spared no efforts to promote its global climate security strategy in a variety of
ways like creating consensus on the climate crisis among its allies, launching NATO’s
climate security framework, consolidating the US Army’s climate resilience and
promoting its military deployment in climate geography-sensitive areas across the
globe, expanding the US-led green technology alliance and clean energy supply chain,
enhancing its leadership of agenda setting and scientific discourse in global climate
security governance, strengthening military cooperation on dealing with global
climate risks, as well as promoting sustainable infrastructure standards in line with
climate security and human rights rules under the Indo-Pacific framework. However,
this expansion path featuring “national security first” in global climate security
participation is difficult to strike a balance between national security objectives and
human security objectives and highlights the tension between US national climate
security and global climate security. Coping with climate crisis calls for
comprehensive consideration of the rights and interests of developing countries so as
to promote a balanced, coordinated and inclusive new order of global climate security
governance based on the “development-security” concept.
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[Abstract] Although the debates on climate change and security in the UN Security

Council have lasted for more than a decade, no universal resolution on climate change
and security has been reached so far. Most of the existing research literature tends to
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use the securitization theory to describe and explain this process, which lacks both
explanatory power and narrative integrity. This paper points out that the securitization
theory cannot provide a convincing explanation for the process and results of the
Security Council’s debates on climate change and security due to its ignoring of the
initiative of the “audience” in the securitization process. Therefore, this paper attempts
to establish a new framework for comparative analysis, in which a more complete
analysis could be made via the verbatim proceedings of these debates. It argues that
there are actually two discourse practices in the debates representing two kinds of
cognition and logic concerning security risks and countermeasures against climate
change rather than just the pathway and logic of securitization. From the perspective
of policy, although there exists limited consensus in this prolonged debate, deep
divergences on climate change and security and different logic behind them as well
as discourse competition, especially among the permanent members of the Security
Council, lead to the low political feasibility of adopting a binding universal resolution.
The global climate change governance regime based on the United Nations
Framework Convention on Climate Change remains to be the most authoritative,
legitimate, universal, and professional international institutional response to the issue
of climate change. As a permanent member of the Security Council, China should not
only maintain the regime’s status as the main channel, but also play a greater role in
the debates on climate change and security in the Security Council.
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LIU Jingwen

[Abstract] Climate change affects the possibility of violent conflict through direct or
indirect ways, thus the causal transmission mechanism between climate change and
violent conflict needs to be further explored. This paper tends to probe into the
transmission mechanism between climate change and violent conflict from the
perspective of vulnerability. Considering the complex and interwoven natural and
social factors, as well as the independence and multiplicity of the links, the paper
describes a three-level climate-conflict transmission mechanism and emphasizes the
structural position of vulnerability in the composite transmission mechanism between
climate change and violent conflict. Vulnerability is elaborated in this paper from such
four aspects as ecology, economy, society and politics and its important role in the
climate-conflict transmission mechanism is also fully analyzed. Climate change is an
exogenous trigger of violent conflict, and vulnerability, as an endogenous social factor,
serves as a protective screen against climate-conflict risks. Increased vulnerability will
weaken the barrier function of the country against risks of violent conflict and give
rise to a significant increase in climate-conflict risks.
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