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China’s Priorities and Strategy in the China-EU

Relations
MEH EBEF
Documento de Trabajo Serie Union Buropea 2011 %% 38 #f
Today, the relationship between the European Union and China is strong and
important, though it is not in the most desirable situation for both sides. After having a
progressive development from 1995-2005, recent years have witnessed a number of
setbacks, creating some acrimonious feelings on both sides. As the world is embracing
a more challenging future after the severe world economic and financial crisis, and in
view of the new foreign policy system enshrined in the Lisbon that is taking the shape,
it is time for the EU and China to engage in a more serious and in-depth dialogue, so
as to contribute to a possible revitalizing of this important relationship.
In this paper, the authors intend to the EU’s place in Chinese foreign policy
thinking in the past, to access the development of their relations, outline the priorities

in China’s EU policy, and frame a Chinese strategy towards the EU.

Managing the concept gap on sovereignty in China-EU relations

Zhongqi Pan

Asia Europe Journal 2010 Volume 8

While, historically, sovereignty is what European invented and what the Chinese
were forced to accept, today it is what Europeans try to bury and what the Chinese
hold dear. A conceptual gap on sovereignty clearly exists between China and Europe
which more often than not exerts a negative impact on their relationship. It breeds
misunderstandings and disputes, makes it more difficult to reach agreements on
many bilateral issues, and complicates China-Europe cooperation in third countries.
But the conceptual gap on sovereignty does not prevent China and Europe from
building a strategic partnership. Given that strengthening or weakening national
sovereignty, means totally different things to China and Europe, the two parties
should jointly and proactively manage their divergence on sovereignty issues by
mutual avoidance, mutual assurance, and mutual accommodation, in order to unlock

sovereignty-related impasses in China-Europe relations.
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Regional Integration and Path Dependence:

EU and East Asia

Ken Morita M=

Economic Papers 2010 4% 44 7

This paper is divided into eight sections and concluding remarks. In the first
section, we summarize the Chinese way of thinking and Japanese way of thinking on
the Asia Community issues. In the second section, we study EU enlaregement
focusing attention on its short history. In the third section, we describe the de facto
integration in East Asia. In the forth section, we consider the international order from
viewpoints of public goods approach. In the fifth,we examine the principle of
nationalism. In the sixth, we study the short details of the rise of regionalisn in East
Asia. In the seventh, as regards internationalism and international exchange, we
analyze East Asian Internationalism based upon reiterated prisoners’ dilemma
approach. In the eighth, we consider the current situation of FTA and FDI of East Asia
in comparison with EU. In the ninth of the last section, we examine the possibility of
Asian Community from neo-institutional way of approach and concluding remarks are

given.
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