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[ Abstract ] This paper reviews the Trump
administration’s response to Covid-19 and examines its
leadership failure. 1t assesses the consequence of
Trump’s leadership failure by comparing the U.S. per-
formance in fighting the pandemic to those of other
countries and comparing the Trump administration’s
performance to that of the Biden administration, and it
explores the political root of the failure. We find that
Trump had played down the severity of the pandemic
and the threat it posed in its early stages, politicized the
response to the pandemic as it deteriorated, and failed
to exercise strong leadership during and after the presi-
dential campaign, which were the important causes for
the United States’ recording the largest number of con-
firmed Covid-19 cases and the largest number of Covid-
19 deaths. With regard to the political root, this article
argues that there exists a paradox in populist politics: on
the one hand, populist leaders try to conform to their
supporters’ political preferences to stimulate their
political enthusiasm; on the other hand, populist leaders
are often over-confident on their abilities to manipulate
their supporters. This paradox led Trump to make mis-
judgments and adopt wrong policies, which forged his
leadership failure and the U.S. failure in fighting the
pandemic. The exploration of the consequence and root
of the Trump administration’s leadership failure can be a
case study for examining the impacts of populist politics
on health governance.

[Key Words] Covid-19, United States, Trump,
Populism, Health Governance
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