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Constructing the Spatial Layout Strategy System of the Modern
Socialist Country in the New Era:

Based on the Investigation of Urbanization Development
TANG Yalin
(School o f International Relations and Public A ffairs, Fudan University ,
Shanghai 200433 , China)

Abstract: China’s reform and opening-up has witnessed a spatial evolution from a two-dimensional
model to a three-dimensional model which gave rise to a new era featuring city clusters led by central
cities and metropolitan regions. The spatial layout of China as a modern socialist country, including
development patterns of metropolitan regions, cross regional economic belts, cross regional city
clusters, different regions, transnational belts of economy and culture which are linked together,
embodying development strategies such as “metropolis-belt-cluster-region-road”. is established. The
evolution of spatial layout strategy. spanning a long time from China’s reform and opening-up to a
new era of socialism with Chinese characteristics, reflects the structuring of dual logic, i. e. , the logic
of development of modern China’s urbanization and that of exploring a new way of urbanization. A
new chapter in the development of urbanization model which is metropolis-oriented is being unfolded.
Due to its multiple objectives — following economic laws, exploring new patterns for metropolitan
governance, fostering the integrated development of urban and rural areas, implementing the new
strategic system of coordinated development of “metropolis-belt-cluster-region-road”, metropolitan
regions become the best practice field and form falling between central cities and city clusters,
contributing to a revolutionary path in practice for coordinated governance of different regions
characterized by “grasp the two ends and promote the middle” . To be specific, top-level design,
planning and guiding. coordinating institutions must be emphasized macroscopically, infrastructure
construction, maintenance of connectivity and unification of standards should be paid attention to
microscopically. Moreover, in the middle level, regional agglomerative development of industrial
chain, collaborative governance by multiple subjects, integration of economy, culture and society
should also be promoted forcefully. All those efforts will pave way to, theoretically and practically,
improve the development of China’s urbanization in new era focusing on metropolitan regions, serve
to explore a generally accepted new way for city development instructed by people-oriented view.

Key words: spatial layout in the era of China’s reform and opening-up; urbanization; metropolitan

regions; regionally coordinated governance; new era



