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and attitude in the cooperation with Kuomintang. They marked the latest development of Chen’s revolutionary
thought. His ideas of the united front, of the leadership of the national revolution, and of the status of all classes
in Chinese society in the revolution all demonstrated the characteristics of his time and a vision of development.
However, with the prominent rifts in the cooperation between Kuomintang and the Communist Party and the
failure of the Great Revolution, the policy of cooperation between the CCP and Kuomintang was called into ques-
tion. Chen’ s opponents criticized his ideological practice, regarding it as a right-leaning opportunist ideology.
However, considering the development of the KMT-CCP cooperation before and after the CCP’s Third Congress
and the trend of the national revolution, Chen’s thinking had undeniably the characteristics of Sinicized Marx-
ism, and was as adaptive to the time as it was realistic. His understanding of the bourgeoisie and the revolution-

ary nature of the peasants also inspired later revolutionary leaders, including Mao Zedong.

Keywords: Chen Duxiu, CCP’s Third Congress, united front, right-leaning opportunism

LAW AND POLITICS

Liang Qichao at the Fin-de-siecle: The Antinomy of Asian-African Consciousness and National Impe-
rialism 134
Yin Zhiguang

Abstract: This paper combs through a series of Liang Qichao’ s manuscripts at the turn of the century in 1899,
supplemented by other related discussions on the China Discussion during this period, to show the impact of Af-
rica, particularly the Boer War at the end of the 19th century, on Liang’ s understanding of “national imperial-
ism”. Within the framework of “commonwealth” politics, the paper analyzes Liang’ s distinction between Chi-
nese nationalism and the national imperialism of the great powers, as well as his response to the issue of “nation-
al competition” in the broad spatial context of Asia, Africa, the United States and Europe combined. The author
argues that Liang’s “transformation” can be seen as a universal ideological phenomenon during the formation of
the modern capitalist world-system at the end of the 19th century. To understand the cause of this universal phe-
nomenon, there are two focal points: the will of the hegemonic powers to rule and the will of the oppressed to re-
sist. The tension and conflict between these two dynamic forces provides the basic precondition for us to under-

stand Liang Qichao’s thinking about China’s fate and limitations.

Keywords: Liang Qichao, modernization, community politics, the Boer War, geopolitics



