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Bringing Time Back for the Development :
Study on Time Investment Demond of University Academic Discipline
Construction in the Background of “Breaking Five Orientations” Policy.

Hu Yefei Chen Meixin Zhang Yimeng

Abstract: Recently, the academic disciplines of some Chinese universities have shown a “leapfrogging”
and “surpassing” development trend, which has not occurred in some other academic fields like medical
science. The phenomenon generates some questions: is time accumulation still a necessary constraint for
academic discipline construction? Do different disciplines have various demands for time investment?
Aiming to address these questions, this empirical study finds that despite the phenomenon of “leapfrogging”
development of academic disciplines, the construction of academic disciplines in universities is still
generally constrained by the time factor and follows the objective law that “the longer the cumulative
construction time, the higher the level of discipline construction in universities”. Meanwhile, different
academic disciplines have a variety of time investment requirements. Under the background of the
“Breaking Five Orientations” policy, this study suggests that the government and universities should optimize
the policy design and fully guarantee the time input of academic discipline construction on the basis of
recognizing the difference in time demands of academic disciplines.

Key words: Education policy; University; Academic discipline construction; Break Five Orientations

policy; Time demand
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