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Abstract: By reviewing the literature on Internet politics, this article summarizes and assesses the influence of Inter-
net on society, state, and state-society relations. Existing research finds mixed evidence regarding the influence of Inter-
net on interpersonal trust and whether network political participation can help reduce the inequality in traditional politi-
cal participation. Most research agrees that the Internet brings in both challenges and opportunities to governance: Inter-
net reduces the informational cost and promotes public participation in agenda setting and policy-making. Meanwhile, it
breaks down the government monopoly over information dissemination and issue framing, which raises a challenge to
the government in terms of Internet regulation and managing public opinion.
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