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The Principle of Chinese Government
on the Dimension of Power Centralisation:
History and Modernisation

Chen Mingming

[ Abstract] All of the political activities are combined with factors of centralisation and decentralisa-
tion of power. When decentralisation and centralisation of power have systematic and structural charac-
ters, it surpasses the instrumental meaning. Those concepts would have the identity of institutional ar-
rangement, which can be further developed and called either decentral government or centralised govern-
ment. The western feudalist decentralised system was transformed by capitalist revolution to a modern
decentralised check and balance government structure through liberalism and representative system.
Hence the decentralisation theory and government be realised as “eternal rule”. The “Grand Unifica-
tion” and centralism whence the Chinese county ideal. The centralisation with unification became a sus-
tainable tradition through heritage and variation by ages, strongly influenced Chinese political behaviour
and institutional choice. The political meaning of “Grand Unification” has been refreshed by the slogan
of “Popular Sovereignty” whence modern China’s revolutions. The Communist Party of China rebuilt
China under the framework of “Grand Unification”, concern the “People’s Sovereignty” as the corner-
stone of modern state and representative government. The principle of centralisation and unification is a
heritage of “Grand Unification State” tradition. Under the new historical condition, it is not only an es-
sential requirement of total mobilisation due to China's modernisation, but also a logic of representative
government principle.

[Key words] Decentralisation, Centralisation of Power, “Grand Unification”, Representative Govern-

ment
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